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UM FOREIGN STUDENT POPULATION GROWS
MISSOULA M ore than 400 foreign students, divided alm ost equally betw een m en and w om en, are
attending The U niversity o f M ontana this fall, according to a report from U M ’s Foreign
Student and Scholar Services office.
This is an increase o f 7 percent over last fall’s figures, said Effie K oehn, FSSS
director. W hile 415 enrolled foreign students is not a record for U M , the num ber o f countries
represented, 72, probably is a record, she said.
As in the past, the country with the highest representation on cam pus is Japan, with 136
students or about 30 percent o f the total. C anada, w ith 30, and China, w ith 23, rank second
and third in num bers. A bout 80 percent o f foreign students at UM have private funding; 20
percent are sponsored by organizations such as the A m erican A ssociation o f U niversity
W om en and W orld Bank.
The new est w ave of students com es from form er Soviet bloc countries such as B ulgaria,
G eorgia, K yrgyzstan, Latvia, R ussia and the Czech and Slovak republics, K oehn said. Russia
has the largest representation, with 13 students at UM this fall.
Bolivia, C roatia, V ietnam , Ethiopia and Lebanon are am ong the 29 countries having
ju st one student at UM this sem ester.
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“It’s a hodgepodge, re a lly ,” Koehn says. And th at’s fine. Increasing diversity is an
im portant goal at UM .
This year - and for the past four years - the business school has attracted the most
foreign students, 73. This trend tow ard business holds for the entire country, Koehn said.
N ationw ide, engineering is the second-m ost popular field for foreign students, a course o f
study UM d o esn ’t offer.
At UM , second place in popularity goes to general studies, w ith 58 students. Ranking
neck and neck in num bers are intensive English - offered by U M ’s English Language Institute
- w ith 30 students, com puter science with 29, social sciences with 26, and biological sciences
and education each w ith 24.
Students need about a sem ester to becom e used to the cultural differences, K oehn said.
To help them broaden their education, she said, FSSS takes a “p ro activ e” approach to involve
them w ith cam pus activities and com m unity organizations like the M issoula International
Friendship P rogram , w hich arranges m atches betw een foreign students and com m unity
m em bers.
But, K oehn stresses, U M also sees foreign students here as a resource to the school and
the com m unity.
“W e keep them b u s y ,” she says. “Students here contribute. F or exam ple, we have a
speaker’s bureau that students m ay participate in .” Last spring, students gave talks in classes
on com parative governm ent and education and in the “W orld Faiths: Sacred Beliefs and
Practices” series.
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